EDMUND    CAMPION,    SJ.
happened to call at Lyford. They were distraught with
grief to learn that they had just missed the great Campion,
and nothing would content them but that a deputation be
formed to ride after him and fetch him back. They found
him at an inn near Oxford, where he was in conversation
with a number of Catholic undergraduates and Dons, who
also had heard of his coming. They proffered to him their
request. Campion refused, pleading his obedience, for
Parsons had appointed Emerson his superior for this trip.
When they pressed him, he explained that he was under
Emerson's orders; he could not act except at his command.
They then turned on Emerson. At first, he too was firm in
his refusal, but, in the end, he was persuaded that he would
save Campion both danger and trouble if he himself went
on to Lancashire and allowed Campion to remain behind
at Lyford. As soon as Emerson gave the order Campion
obediently accepted.
There was a certain Eliot, a Catholic, a servant of Lady
Petre. This man was suspected of murder and of other
crimes, and, in order to prevent the charges from being
preferred against him, he had promised Lord Leicester to
betray the secrets of the Catholics amongst whom he moved.
It happened that Eliot was in Oxfordshire at this time. On
the next Sunday, July 16, he turned up at Lyford Grange
and asked the cook there if he could hear Mass. The cook,
who knew him and thought of him as a trustworthy and
pious fellow-Catholic, told him that not only could he hear
Mass, but that he would have the good fortune to hear it
from no less a priest than Father Campion himself. Eliot
expressed himself delighted at his good fortune, excused
himself for a minute, during which he despatched a message
to a neighbouring magistrate, ordering him to come with a
hundred men to seize Campion, and then went in with the
cook and heard the Mass.
After the Mass the whole household went in to dinner, and,
while they were seated there, word came down from the
watchman posted on one of the house's turrets, that armed
men were closing in on them from every side. There was a
secret chamber in the wall above the gateway. Into it
Campion and two priests resident in the house, Ford and
Collington, were hurried. The ** searchers,39 with Eliot at
their head, broke into the house but a few minutes after-
wards. They searched and ransacked every room of it, but
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